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AMERICA MUST STAY 
Land. of Individual Initiative 


By BEN B. BOYNTON 
General Counsel 


Illinois Telephone Association 


UR FIRST duty is to win this 
O war. But after we have con- 

tributed all we can toward win- 
ning this war, we still have a duty of 
planning ways to meet the post-war 
problems. These problems I refer to 
are not the international problems but 
our democratic ones. The problems of 
making this country prosperous, of 
keeping it a country of individual ini- 
tiative, free and 


enterprise private 


business. 

When the war is won, war produc- 
tion stops; the industries must be con- 
verted to a peace basis; vast numbers 
of our armed forces will be mustered 
out of service and re-enter civilian life. 
Private business must plan now so that 
it can do its share to provide jobs. If 
it doesn’t government will. We cannot 
afford a WPA as a permanent institu- 
tion. Private business must be the 
backbone of our national economy, not 
government handouts. 

The starry-eyed dreamers, confirmed 
socialists and professional paternalistic 
government advocates are making their 
plans. They see glorious opportunities 
to put their various schemes into force 
if private business does not promptly 
and effectively solve the problems aris- 
ing out of the conversion of this coun- 
try from a war to a peace basis. 

On March 10 of this year the two 
volumes of reports and recommenda- 
tions of the National Resources Plan- 
ning Board were filed with Congress. 
Among other things this board recom- 
mends large expenditures of govern- 
ment money for domestic projects and 
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In any post-war planning private business must be the 


backbone of our national economy—not government 


handouts, says Mr. Boynton. Prosperous farming essential. 


Report of National Resources Planning Board criticized. 


greater participation of government in 
business. In addition to the extension 
of government ownership it proposes a 
new kind of government business part- 
nership through “mixed corporations.” 
These mixed corporations would be 
formed by private and public funds 
with a part of the directors elected by 
the private investors and the other part 
of the directors appointed by the gov- 
ernment. These “mixed corporations” 
are recommended for various essential 
industries including (among others) 
the railroads, public utilities and com- 
munication companies. 

The so-called “mixed corporation” is 
a European importation. The board 
refers to the Anglo-Iranium Oil Co. in 
which the British government owns a 
substantial stock interest as an example, 
but is silent on the fact that the Axis 
nations, notably Germany, were the 
ones that were using such “mixed cor- 
porations” to any great extent. 

The American telephone service is 
the best in the world. The industry 
has made its great strides through the 
American system of private ownership 
and free enterprise. It has far out- 
stripped the foreign government-owned 
or “mixed corporation” systems. We do 
not need government-appointed direc- 


tors on our boards. We can continue to 
do our job in the American way. 

What must we do to avoid the in- 
creasing public expenditures in peace- 
time with their accompanying mire of 
increasing taxes, to avoid the further 
extension of government into business 
with its deadening hand on efficiency, 
economy and enterprise? We must pro- 
vide jobs in private industry. That is 
an easy statement to make. But to ac- 
tually do it we have to plan and do our 
part. We not only should plan our in- 
dividual business so as to most effec- 
tively help create and stabilize employ- 
ment, but we also should help others 
along the same course. 

When the war is won every tele- 
phone company will have a lot of de- 
ferred maintenance. Each company 
should be prepared to take care of this 
deferred maintenance under two meth- 
ods depending upon employment condi- 
tions at that time. If unemployment is 
serious at that time then the company 
should be prepared to make the de- 
ferred maintenance at onee, and pos- 
sibly some preventive maintenance, 
so as to help the country to rapidly 
take up the unemployment. Such action 
would not only give added employment 
for maintenance crews but also for the 
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manufacturing and transportation la- 
bor involved in maintenance materials. 

If unemployment is not a serious 
question at the time the company can 
start on its deferred maintenance and 
then put in a plan of spreading the 
deferred maintenance over as long a 
period as service and property condi- 
tions will justify so as to ensure a 
longer period of stabilization of em- 
ployment. 


Guilty of Fuzzy Thinking 

It seems to me that we have been 
guilty of fuzzy thinking in this coun- 
try; that in our anxiety to improve the 
lot of the underprivileged we have 
ignored the fundamental truth that 
production is the source of all wealth; 
that instead of helping, promoting and 
increasing production so as to create 
more employment and wealth and 
thereby improve the lot of the un- 
derprivileged we have been guilty of 
trying to take the harmful short-cut of 
trying to divide present wealth with ad- 
ditional burdens upon producers and 
with corresponding hindrances to pro- 
duction. 

Production is the foundation of a na- 
tion’s wealth and economic well-being. 
Consequently, anything that unneces- 
sarily limits production eats away at 
this foundation. Our former peace-time 
production is capable of being expanded 
many times. It is only limited by the 
ability to consume. Our problem is to 
provide the maximum consumption for 
production. 

Agriculture gives a good illustration. 
Its production has been limited to keep 
surpluses off the market. The decrease 
in agricultural production has meant 
not only a decrease in the amount of 
farm labor required but also in the la- 
bor of transporting the additional pro- 
duction to market, in the labor of proc- 
essing this additional production into 
consumable products, and in the labor 
required to place the processed articles 
in consumers’ hands. If agriculture 
produced in accordance with its capac- 
ity it would million 
more persons to handle the increase in 
production from the start to ultimate 
consumption. 


require several 


Prosperous Agriculture Essential 

Unconsumable agricultural surpluses 
bring down farm prices, are a burden 
on farm economy and tend to prostrate 
agriculture. A prosperous agriculture 
is necessary if our nation is to be pros- 
perous. A prosperous agriculture con- 
sumes an increasing amount of city or 
factory-made goods, thereby increasing 
employment in the cities and factories. 

How shall agriculture be made pros- 
perous? Shall it be by attempts to 
keep prices up on the scarcity doctrine 
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of limited production with decreased 
employment or shall it be on the basis 
of expanded production with increased 
employment and with the development 
of such new and increased uses for 
agricultural products as will consume 
the surpluses? Except to those advo- 
cates of paternalistic governmental 
control the answer is obviously in- 
creased production and increased em- 
ployment. 


Synthetic rubber is to be made from 
farm products. Already certain govern- 
mental scarcity control advocates are 
stating this production must cease 
after the war so as to make a market 
for Dutch East Indies rubber. I not 
only agree with Mr. Jeffers, the rubber 
administrator, that we cannot afford to 
discontinue the manufacture of such a 
vital commodity and become dependent 
upon outside sources, but I also believe 
that we cannot afford to give up a new 
industry that will help solve the agri- 
cultural problem and provide increased 
production and many more jobs. Our 
national program 
production by 


should be greater 
private industry and 
more jobs. 


National Income Must Increase 

When the war is won we will have 
a huge national debt. Our peacetime 
national income must be increased sub- 
stantially to bear that debt without 
materially reducing our standard of liv- 
ing. This increased income can only 
come from increased production. In- 
creased production requires increased 
consumption. Consumption 
with cheapness of production. 


increases 
There- 
fore we should eliminate all unneces- 
sary items that increase the cost of 
production. Production’s burdens must 
be lightened as much as possible. 

Government casts two burdens on 
production. One is the innumerable 
questionnaires, reports, regulations and 
red tape. The other is taxes. Neither 
burden can be wholly removed. Each 
burden can be lightened. But to do this 
properly we must reorganize, consoli- 
date or abolish a number of existing 
governmental commissions and adminis- 
trative agencies. 

An administrative agency is estab- 
lished for certain purposes. It doesn’t 
do what is expected. Another agency 
is then established to accomplish these 
purposes and the old agency is left in 
existence. Thus agencies have been 
superimposed upon agencies, boards 
upon boards and commissions upon com- 
missions. There is no proper coordina- 
tion between these various bodies. A 
number of them may have different 
policies and yet be handling related 
problems of business that should not be 
subjected to more than one policy. Each 
asserts the right to send out its ques- 


tionnaires to business. Each mak 5 its 
own rules and regulations. Eac! has 
its own red tape. 


Red Tape Increases Cost 

Every unnecessary report, que-tion- 
naire or regulation prescribed »y a 
governmental agency is a stone i: the 
road of private industry, causes a use- 
less increase in production costs and 
interferes with this country’s obtaining 
the fullest possible prosperity. We 
must make the nation so conscious of 
the useless and unnecessary burdens 
cast upon industry by the multitudi- 
nous governmental bureaus, agencies 
and commissions that government will 
be compelled to overhaul the set-up and 
to so reorganize, merge and abolish 
agencies as to take all unnecessary 
brakes off the production of industry, 
Such a reorganization would eliminate 
a large amount of governmental costs. 
With the large burdens of taxation 
caused by the war we cannot also sup- 
port unnecessary governmental costs. 

Taxes are necessary. But taxes are 
non-productive items in the costs of 
production. The lower the cost of pro- 
duction, the higher the standard of 
living. Conversely, the higher the cost 
of production, the lower the standard 
of living. Jt is the government’s stand- 
ard of living—not the people’s stand- 
ard of living—that must be 
The elimination of 
wasteful expenditures 
would be a great contribution to true 
prosperity. We should work to bring 
this about. 


re duce d. 
unnecessary or 
governmental 


America has grown great because it 
is a land of producers, a land of free 
enterprise, individual initiative and op- 
portunity. If we are to continue great 
we must keep it such a land. In our 
search for security we must not change 
these things that have made us great. 

Judge Thurman Arnold in a recent 
speech before the Economic Club of 
New York stated the case well. He 


said: 


“IT am not opposed to any meth- 
ods of social security or humanitarian 
measures. I only say that if your whole 
thinking is obsessed with the idea of 
security, the same thing will happen 
to your industrial structure that hap- 
pened to the French army that was ob- 
sessed with the idea of the Maginot 
Line. We must get back to the old eco- 
nomics of opportunity, of taking 4 
chance, which made America great, and 
I think this war is going to do it for us. 


“Providing we lose our illusions of 
the benefits of stability and security, 
and are willing to take a chance on our 
capitalistic system, full production will 
in itself bring about solutions of the 
problems of distribution, as it did in 
the automobile industry. 


“The only thing we need to get over 
(Please turn to page 33) 
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AYBE your correspondent is 
M just super-suspicious. But it 

looks to him as though the FCC 
has just pulled another fast one. The 
reference is to the recent double-fea- 
ture report of the FCC on Docket No. 
6255. This proposed report involves 
the fixing of surcharges by hotels, 
apartments, clubs, etc., on telephone 
calls by guests, visitors, or regular in- 
mates of such establishments (see 
TELEPHONY, May 29, p. 57). 

This proceeding grew out of com- 
plaints that hotels in Washington, 
D. C., were overcharging guests for 
long-distance calls made to other sec- 
tions of the country and to foreign 
countries in the matter of surcharges. 
The District of Columbia commission 
sat cooperatively with FCC Commis- 
sioners Walker and Wakefield. 

The first of these proposed reports 
deals with the question of the right of 
any regulatory body to fix surcharges 
by a hotel, club, and so forth. The re- 
port states in part: 


_ We find that the surcharges in ques- 
tion are charges for telephone com- 
munication service. ... We further 
find that insofar as the surcharges are 
collected from users of interstate or 


foreign communication service cov- 
ered by the Communications Act of 
1934... they are charges over which 
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FCC claim to jurisdiction to fix interzone telephone rates 
as result of hearing into hotel surcharge in Washington 
discussed. . . . Telephone bills of government agencies sky- 
rocket. . . . Curtailment in authority of OPA predicted. 


this commission has regulatory juris- 
diction. . . . It follows .. . that tariff 
schedules should be filed with this com- 
mission showing such charges. 


So far so good. This finding is in 
accord with the previous decision of the 
New York Court of Appeals arising 
from an opinion of the New York 
Public Service Commission. In effect, 
it holds that while a hotel or club is 
not a regular public utility, it becomes 
one, pro tanto, to the extent that it at- 
tempts to impose a charge for utility 
service on its guests or members. 

But the second proposed report of 
the FCC is a horse of a different color. 
It deals with the commission’s jurisdic- 
tion over rates for interzone service 
between Washington, D. C., and points 
outside of the District of Columbia, 
namely, near-by Maryland and Vir- 
ginia. The report finds that with re- 
spect to charges collected for telephone 
calls between such areas the FCC has 


jurisdiction to fix the rates even though 
they involve interzone rates. 

Just who asked for this second re- 
port is a puzzle. It looks to this writer 
as if the FCC were trying to start all 
over again the old issue which was pre- 
sumably settled once-and-for-all in the 
Kansas City exchange area case, 45 F 
Supp 403. In that decision (which the 
United States Supreme Court did not 
review), the U. S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals held: The FCC is forbidden by 
the express language of Section 221(b) 
of the Communications Act from exer- 
cising any control over local telephone 
rates in the same exchange area even 
though the area might overlap state 
lines. 

The same physical situation occurs 
in the District of Columbia as occurred 
in the Kansas City case. The city of 
Washington has spilled over the narrow 
limits of the District of Columbia. As 
a result, a number of suburban, .ex- 
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changes in Maryland and Virginia have 
been made part of the metropolitan 
exchange area. 

And so it appears that the FCC is 
trying to make a second try for its 
jurisdictional ambitions in a case which 
arises outside of the U. S. Circuit 
Court where such ambitions were 
slapped down in the Kansas City area. 
Furthermore, this District of Columbia 
situation arises in such a peculiar man- 
ner that the local telephone company’s 
hands may be tied. It is not at all clear 
that the telephone company can even 
take an appeal because the order pri- 
marily affects hotels, clubs, etc. Unless 
such a hotel or club decides to take an 
appeal, maybe the FCC decision will 
stand indefinitely for this area without 
court review. 


On the other hand, if an appeal is 
taken the District of Columbia Court 
of Appeals may take a different view 
of the FCC’s position than the U. S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals did in the 
Kansas City case. This conflict of 
opinion between two federal courts of 
equal rank would almost make it neces- 
sary to go to the U. S. Supreme Court. 
And the U. S. Supreme Court lately 
has been giving the FCC pretty much 
what it wants. 


Speaking of high telephone bills, 
U. S. Senator Byrd’s committee investi- 
gating possible economies in govern- 
mental operations has revealed that 
government officials certainly do not 
ration themselves in telephone conver- 
sations. Government long-distance tele- 
phone calls are equivalent to 495 calls 
of three minutes each around the 
world daily, and the War Production 
Board alone could put in three-minute 
calls to the moon, every hour in the 
day, every day in the year, for its same 
annual telephone bill. 


That is the graphic description of 
the magnitude of government long- 
distance calls, not even including those 
made by the War and Navy depart- 
ments, provided recently by the con- 
gressional joint committee on reduc- 
tion of non-essential federal expendi- 
tures. 


Hitting the extravagant traveling, 
telephone and telegraph expenses of 
federal agencies, the committee, in a 
special report, estimated that such 
costs will reach $100,000,000 a year, 
not including the Army and Navy. 
Senator Byrd, chairman of the com- 
mittee, commented: 


“In my opinion, some of these ex- 
penditures for traveling, telephoning 
and telegraphing of certain agencies 
of the government are so excessive as 
to warrant immediate action by Con- 
gress.” 
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TELEPHONE WOMEN RENDERING 
VITAL WAR SERVICE, SAYS 
GENERAL OLMSTEAD 


“As a soldier I want to thank the quarter-of-a-million women in the 
telephone business — Bell and Independent — for the work they are 
doing,” said Maj. Gen. Dawson Olmstead speaking on “The Telephone 
Hour” radio broadcast May 17. “As Chief Signal Officer of the Army, | 
have special reason to know of its importance. 


“To you telephone women in the cities, towns and villages all over 
America, I should like to send a special message. Whether you work at 
a commercial counter, a switchboard, a desk or a typewriter, you are an 
essential part of America’s communications system and are rendering a 
vital service to your country in wartime by giving fast, dependable tele- 
phone service and giving it with courtesy and good humor. The jobs you 
do are all vital, for the telephone system—like the Army—needs many 
different skills to keep its complex organization running smoothly and 
efficiently. 


“Your husbands and sons, your brothers and sweethearts in the armed 
forces of our country must feel proud of the war job their womenfolk 
are doing on the home front. Since Pearl Harbor your jobs have taken 
on a new meaning. Communications changed overnight from a service 
of peace to an instrument of war—an essential instrument in trained 
hands that know how to keep it fighting for victory. The responsibility 
of keeping open the lines of communication rests with each of you—and 
it is a big responsibility in time of war. Shortages of equipment and 
circuits, the need to make what you have do more than it ever did before 
—that is your wartime challenge. You are meeting it—and we count on 


you to continue to meet it.” 











“‘With the public at large obliged to 
reduce travel and communications, it 
is no more than fair to expect their 
government to do likewise,” said the 
report. ‘“‘When agencies not essential 
to the war effort allow their travel and 
communication expenses to double, 
treble, even swell to nine times their 
peace-time levels; when departments 
and agencies allow increases totaling 
hundreds of thousands of dollars— 
then it is time to call a halt to such 
wasteful and unpatriotic expenditures. 

“The committee believes that travel 
and communication expenses for most 
branches of the federal government 
are inordinately high,’ the report 
added. “It is believed that no group 
of five agencies and departments 
should comprise from 45 to 61 per cent 
of each of the types of travel expendi- 
tures of the entire government.” 

The Lend-Lease Administration, 
supervised by Harry L. Hopkins, is 
running up a communications bill 
which will run 10,111 per cent above 
that of 1941, according to the Byrd 
committee. Its estimated communica- 
tions bill this year will be $88,937, 
compared with $871 in 1941. 


The Federal Communications Com- 
mission itself is one of the worst of- 
fenders in increasing its use of tele- 
phone, telegraph and cable services, 
increasing its communications expendi- 
tures by 1,486 per cent over 1941, ac- 


cording to the committee’s study. The 
FCC’s communications bill this year is 
likely to be $636,308, compared with 
only $40,116 in 1941. The Alley 
Dwelling Authority again figures prom- 
inently, increasing its communications 
account this year by 780 per cent over 
1941. 

The committee found that a total of 
$15,573,834 was spent on communica- 
tions by the federal government, ex- 
cluding the War and Navy depart- 
ments, during the first six months of 
the current fiscal year, with the Office 
of War Information—which, with the 
FCC, urges the public not to make un- 
necessary calls—topping the list with a 
bill of $1,812,062 for the period, or 
nearly 12 per cent of the total. The 
WPB ranked next at $1,735,071. 


*x * 


It is difficult, so early, to estimate 
accurately the full effect of the crea- 
tion of the new Office of War Mobili- 
zation under James F. Byrnes. It 
could mean much or little. As far as 
power is concerned, Byrnes is evidently 
in a position to supersede the decisions 
of the War Production Board, the Of- 
fice of Price Administration, the Office 
of Economic Stabilization, and other 
special war agencies such as the Office 
of Defense Transportation. 

On the other hand, the jurisdictional 

(Please turn to page 30) 
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EDITOR’S NOTE: Because of the 
intense interest in the successful instal- 
lation of telephone communication 
along the Alean Highway by Army men 
and civilians, TELEPHONY presents a 
second story of this tremendous and 
difficult undertaking. The first article 
appeared in the March 6 issue. 


Signal Officer of the Army voiced 

the need of a telephone line for 
military purposes to connect the United 
States with Alaska. First a prelimin- 
ary survey’ was ordered to determine 
the feasibility of such a project. Then 
a reconnaissance was made by an officer 
from the Chief Signal Office of the 
area from Edmonton (Canada) to Fair- 
banks (Alaska) along the proposed 
route of the Alcan Highway. It was 
decided that a telephone line from Ed- 
monton to Fairbanks was practicable 
and that the type of construction 
should be such as to provide the max- 
imum number of communication chan- 
nels with a minimum number of phys- 
ical circuits. 


F sien in March 1942, the Chief 


Engineering of the line then pro- 
gressed and was based on the need of 
two physical circuits each to carry a 
“C” type, three-channel carrier system. 
When a total of 2,020 miles of line was 
considered, it was realized that there 
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The Ucan Highway Line 


By MAJ. ORA F. ROBERTS 
U. S. Army Signal Corps 


was no precedence on which to base 
such engineering and certain experi- 
ments were conducted by the Bell Tele- 
phone Laboratories prior to the pur- 
chase of any material or equipment. 

From the results of these experi- 
ments, it was determined that the line 
would be so designed and constructed 
as to permit the use of two type “C” 
carrier systems initially with a view of 
a possible change-over later to a “J” 
type carrier, if at that time this system 
has been developed to the point where 
it could be used on a line of this length. 
This change-over could be accomplished 
with minor modifications. 

Due to the necessity of conserving 
critical material, it was decided to uti- 
lize .128 copperweld wire of 30 per cent 
conductivity in lieu of copper line wire. 
Compression type sleeves were spe- 
cified and used throughout for all wire 
splicing. It was also decided to use na- 
tive timber for poles due to the fact 
that there appeared to be an adequate 
supply available and it would have been 
a herculean task to attempt to haul 
poles by truck a distance of 1,000 to 
2,000 miles. This is especially true 
when we realize that approximately 
72,000 poles of all classes were to be 
required for the construction of this 
line. 

For the first 500 miles, between Ed- 
monton and Dawson Creek, B. C., the 
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Portable buildings used for housing crew. Tents were also used for this purpose. 
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MAJ. ORA F. ROBERTS, the author, dressed 
to withstand severe cold weather in Alaska. He 
is officer in charge of the construction of the 
Alcan telephone line and reports to the officer in 
charge of the Alaska Communication System, 
Col. Fred P. Andrews. Construction of this line, 
including engineering and procurement of equip- 
ment is the responsibility of the Signal Corps 
Plant Engineering Agency of which Col. Will V. 
Parker is director. Prior to his service in the 
Signal Corps, Major Roberts was with the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Co. 


telephone line parallels an existing rail- 
road right-of-way. It was decided that 
the line would parallel the Alcan High- 
way from Dawson Creek, which is the 
southern terminus of the highway. 

Construction of the first 500 miles of 
line was not overly difficult except 
where large areas of muskeg were en- 
countered. Winter closed in before 
Dawson Creek was reached and as the 
personnel were not accustomed to win- 
ters of this region some delays and 
much confusion was experienced at the 
beginning. 

Early in November advice was re- 
ceived from Washington that it was 
necessary for the line to be in opera- 
tion to Dawson Creek not later than 
December 1, 1942. To meet this date 
many expediencies had to be devised. 
Time was important, but the factors 
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Catenary type river crossing 1,065 feet in length. 


most difficult to overcome were the sub- 
arctic temperatures, the shortening of 
daylight hours and heavy snows all of 
which arrived simultaneously. 

Some idea of the extreme cold is 
indicated by the fact that men work- 
ing on the line stopped smoking because 
by the time they got the cigarette out 
of their pocket and lit it, only about 
two puffs could be taken before it was 


frozen solid. Poles were set and wire 





Typical telephone repeater station building. 


strung at temperatures of 30 degrees 
to 50 degrees below zero and in snow- 
drifts five feet deep. Dynamite was 
used freely in the digging of holes for 
poles. Despite these numerous difficul- 
ties, this section of the line was com- 
pleted on schedule. 

The section of the line north of Daw- 
son Creek leaves the railroad, and truck 
transportation had to be used. The 
hauling of line material, food and sup- 
plies as well as material to build hous- 
ing for a force of men numbering 
between 300 and 600 is in itself an en- 
ormous problem. When this is accom- 
plished in virgin country where every- 
thing is frozen solid at temperatures as 
low as 60 degrees below zero and a dis- 
tance of 1,020 miles must be covered, 
it is a real feat. 

It was not unusual for trucks to be 
frozen so solid in a few hours that it 
was impossible to start them. This was 
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just one more obstacle which had to be 
overcome and trucks were thawed out 
by the use of of an airplane preheater 
which generated enough warm air to 
accomplish the job in about three hours 
at 50 degrees below (see photograph). 

The tangled growth of trees which 
had been pushed aside as the road was 
bulldozed through the heavy timber was 
enough to give any construction man 
heart failure. It proved to be quite a 
task to stake out and build a line 
through this tangle and keep reason- 
ably clean of underbrush. 

Pole holes were dug the good old- 
fashioned way with shovel and spoon, 
except when the ground was frozen 
and then dynamite was freely used. 
The equivalent of a 25-foot class five 
pole was used exclusively except for 
crossings or for grading purposes. The 
poles were all erected by the gin-pole 
and pike method. 

Wire was strung from sleds, wagons 
or trucks whichever weather conditions 
and terrain dictated. In stringing wire 
and sagging, corrections were made for 
temperature down to 70 degrees below 
zero. Poles were spaced at approx- 


imately 155-foot intervals and a 1. odi- 
fied “J” transposition scheme was «sed. 

Catenary span construction was used 
on large river crossings with pole ter- 
minal fixtures as indicated in the ae- 
companying photographs. One ich 
crossing is 1,065 feet long. Submavine 
cable was and will be used on me 
river crossings. 

The line as now engineered, using 
two “C” carriers, necessitates 22 re- 
peater stations located at distances 
apart varying from 70 to 102 miles, 
The “C” systems are a CS-5 and CU-5, 
The CU-5 system has one channel 
broken down into 12-voice frequency 
telegraph circuits. The ultimate ca- 


pacity of the line will be five-voice fre- 





Pole fixtures used on catenary type river 
crossing span. 


quency circuits, 2 DC telegraph cir- 
cuits, one order wire, and 12 V.F. 
circuits. 

The repeater station equipment is 
typical. Brildings to house the re- 
peater equipment had to be constructed 
after the material was hauled in by 


(Please turn to page 33) 





The airplane preheater being used to thaw out a frozen truck at 50 degrees below zero. 
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probably will have a small built-in 

doorless type booth for telephoning. 
This will improve transmission and 
telephone service in general. A _ tele- 
phone conversation can be heard in all 
parts of the average small residence 
today, which prevents privacy. The 
built-in booth or niche would afford 
greater privacy and could be designed 
to have an attractive appearance. 


Tov SMALL residence of the future 


* * * 


Material and pole yards should be 
covered with a layer of cinders to pro- 
hibit the growth of weeds. In addition 
to this, a rack three or four feet high 
should be constructed for the storage 
of poles. This arrangement insures the 
preservation of poles and facilitates 
handling. 


* * * 


It was a pleasure to have a surprise 
visit recently from Charlie Cadwell, 
vice president of the Automatic Elec- 
tric Co. in Chicago. The local repre- 
sentative of that company here in Phil- 
adelphia, Link Grant, takes care of our 
troubles and questions in great style, 
but just the same we are pleased to 
see the fellows from the “Windy City.” 


* * * 


Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co. 
has established a field office in Philadel- 
phia which will have W. L. Jones of the 
Chicago office in charge. 


* * * 


East Coast passenger cars and motor 
trucks carrying war workers and mov- 
ing vital materials have been kept roll- 
ing during the past year despite a pe- 
troleum supply and rubber crisis that 
forced drastic curtailments in driving, 
Price Administrator Prentiss M. 
Brown declared May 15 on the first 
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anniversary of gasoline 
the 17 Eastern states. 

accomplished during a year in which 
Eastern motorists have reduced their 
driving by 60 per cent—from a pre- 


rationing in 
This has been 


ration average of more than 11,000 
miles a year, to about 4,500 miles a 
year, the price administrator reported. 


* * * 


When plowing in jute-protected cable, 
a lubricant is necessary to reduce the 
strain; otherwise it will be flattened 
and possibly injured. If some type of 
lubrication could be built into the jute 
covering, the job would be made much 
easier. If anyone has any ideas on this 
subject, please pass them on to us. 


* * * 


We have recently learned of a spiral 
type plastic tree guard which is used to 
protect drop wire from trees, buildings 
and other damaging hazards. 


* * 

Before making a radio speech, 
speakers often have a recording made 
beforehand and played back in order 
that they may hear themselves as others 





TO SUBSCRIBERS 


The railroads and the postal 
carrying an abnor- 
mally heavy burden these days. 


service are 


They are doing an excellent job, 
but delays are unavoidable, espe- 
when floods or other 
emergencies disrupt traffic. If 
TELEPHONY reaches you a day 
or two late, please bear these 
handicaps in mind. Manpower 
has its hands full, so we must all 
be patient when mails fail to ar- 
rive at the usual time. 


cially 














hear them and thus correct their own 
speech defects. Perhaps service of this 
nature may someday be a source of 
added revenue to many telephone com- 
panies. 


+ 7 * 


Maj. Charles E. Ward is now officer 
in charge of the fixed wire section of 
the engineering branch, Plant Engi- 
neering Agency, U. S. Signal Corps, 
Philadelphia. Major Ward was for- 
merly with the Southern Bell Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. in Mississippi. 


* * * 


During a recent enjoyable visit with 
J. L. Coleman, assistant sales manager 
of the Whitney Blake Co., we discussed 
the use of “Vinylite” insulation for 
telephone wire, cords and cable. There 
appears to be every reason to suspect 
that this or similar plastic insulation 
will eventually replace rubber in many 
communication products. 


+ * + 


The development of a vibrating tool 
which may be used to punch a hole in 
the ground, for use in supporting a 
small telephone pole, was recently 
brought to my attention. The size avail- 
able will at the present time accommo- 
date only small poles which could be 
used in rural line construction, but 
there is a possibility that the idea may 
be developed so that larger poles may 
be set by this method. 


Vv 


Say It in Three Minutes! 

The Kentucky Circuit Rider reports 
that a sign found in a pay-station tele- 
phone booth read: “Don’t be a tele- 
phone hog. If you can’t say it in three 
minutes, write her a letter.” 
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WISCONSIN CONVENTION 


Har ~xcellent Program 


By R. C. RENO 
Editor 


NY REPORT of the recent con- 
A vention of the Wisconsin State 
Telephone Association would 
have to include a reference to the last 
number on the program which was a 
discussion of ‘“‘The Washington Back- 
ground” by Francis X. Welch, Wash- 
ington correspondent for TELEPHONY, 
for he said openly and publicly many 
things that thousands of Americans 
have been thinking for a long period 
of time. 
Mr. Welch criticized the 
tendency toward unnecessary 


growing 
govern- 
mental bureaucracy and warned tele- 
phone men that their post-war plans 
should not deal with only future de- 
velopments of plant and of practices in 
other departments, but should contain 
thought as to what they can do to help 
reduce the growth of strangulation of 
private enterprise by concentrated rule 
from Washington. He blamed business 
men and other private citizens for en- 
couraging bureaucracy through the de- 
velopment of a lazy habit of letting the 
government do things for them instead 
of doing those things themselves. He 
deplored the tendency of the public to 
constantly think up new things for the 
government to do, because with such 
laxity the orbit of government opera- 
tion naturally increases by default. 

Mr. Welch was given a solid and ex- 
tended applause for his keen perspec- 
tive of the dangers of the present 
growth of unnecessary, permanent bu- 
reaucracy and, as a result of many re- 
quests, TELEPHONY published his ad- 
dress in full in the May 29 issue, page 
yA 

In the opinion of many who attended 
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Officers and directors of the Wisconsin State Telephone Association and thei> guests. Seated (left 


to right): 


Recording Secretary JOS. F. BYRNE, Madison; Treasurer W. E. LAWTON, Viroqua; 


President E. M. BLAKESLEE, Madison; Vice President J. J. KUEHN, Rhinelander; Secretary A. H. 


BOWDEN, Almond; E. C. BLOMEYER, Chicago. 


Standing (left to right): 


LEIGHTON H. PEEBLES, 


Washington, D. C.; F. M. McENIRY, Milwaukee; D. G. SMART, Wisconsin Rapids; LON J. JESTER, 
Rockford, Ill.; FRANCIS X. WELCH, Washington, D. C.; B. H. PIEPMEIER, Black River Falls; G. B. 
FOSCUE, Chicago, and E. B. SAMP, La Crosse. 


the Wisconsin which 
held May 19 and 20 in Madison, it was 
one of the best annual meetings in the 
history of the association. It was well 
attended and the program was excel- 
lently arranged, both from the stand- 
point of timing and subject matter. 


convention, was 


The following directors were elected: 
F. M. McEniry, Milwaukee; E. B. 
Samp, La Crosse; B: H. Piepmeier, 
Black River Falls (to replace E. E. 
Ringrose, resigned); Lon Jester, Rock- 
ford, Ill. (to replace F. H. Runkel, 
Madison, resigned), and D. G. Smart, 
Wisconsin Rapids (to fill the unexpired 


“term of C. A. Blair, deceased). 


elected as follows: 
President, E. M. Blakeslee, Madison; 
vice president, J. J. Kuehn, Rhine- 
lander; secretary, A. H. Bowden, Al- 
mond; recording secretary, J. E. Byrne, 
Madison, and treasurer, W. E. Lawton, 
Viroqua. 


Officers were 


The convention was opened with an 
address of welcome by Madison’s 
mayor, James R. Law, and response 
was given by F. H. Runkel, Madison. 

In his annual address, President 
Blakeslee gave a resume of the work of 
the association during the past year. 
He explained in full the work that had 
been done in cooperating with the state 
commission to get telephone companies 
to file maps and statements setting 
forth their exchange area boundaries. 

Mr. Blakeslee, who is chairman of 
the USITA toll compensation commit- 
tee, gave a complete explanation of the 
arrangements that have been made 
with the Bell System to provide a 
greater division of toll revenues for 
Independent telephone companies. 

Speaking of post-war planning, the 
president recommended that all tele- 
phone companies build up substantial 

(Continued on page 20) 
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But during war there are three extra reasons 


essary work for maintenance men and linemen. 
y important messages and interfere with the 
nts last longer—save critical materials for 


pn Automatic Electric for supplies know they 
that, from anchors to pins, every piece of 
ied and proved—ready to give long, depend- 


llon us for help. it's one way you can be sure 
material and manpower. Remember this one 
e replacement. 
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S COMPANY, Chicago, U. S. A. = Acmy-Devy  " Pennant, 
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IC SALES COMPANY, LIMITED achievement in production, flies 
over the plant of Automatic 
Electric Company. 

















In this threesome photographed at the Wiscon- 

sin meeting are (left to right): LEIGHTON H. 

PEEBLES, Washington; F. M. McENIRY, Milwau- 

kee, and R. W. PETERSON, chairman of Wis- 
consin Public Service Commission. 


cash balances in order to be in a sound 
condition when it becomes necessary to 
take care of all the deferred mainte- 
nance and construction work made nec- 
essary by the war. 

He also urged all telephone 
panies to take steps to 


com- 


the 


reduce 





tions will depend the character of that 
peace.” 

Secretary Bowden gave a report on 
the finances of the association which 
indicated the organization is in sound 
operating condition. 

In his annual report Recording Sec- 
retary Byrne reviewed in detail the 
work his office has directed and handled 
for the association in the way of issu- 
ing bulletins and helping member com- 
panies to solve many problems concern- 
ing wage and hour regulations, taxes, 
WPB rulings, the War Manpower Com- 
mission’s directives, etc. He also re- 
ported that the association had extended 
full cooperation to the Wisconsin Pub- 
lic Service Commission, particularly 
commenting upon the work involved in 
setting up the procedure for the filing 
of telephone exchange area boundary 
maps. 


One of the highlights of the program 


This corridor scene shows some of the telephone people attending the recent Wisconsin convention. 


amount of paper used in directories in 
order to meet the request of WPB to 
conserve the nation’s paper supply. He 
paid high tribute to the industry’s 
trade papers and urged the fullest sup- 
port of the magazines by the industry. 

In closing Mr. Blakeslee said: 

“We can only surmise what the fu- 
ture might hold for each of us as indi- 
viduals. We do not even know how we, 
as an industry, will fare. We know 
only that we will assume our responsi- 
bilities and carry out our obligations to 
the extent of completely mobilizing all 
of our resources towards the final ob- 
jective of winning the war. The task 
will bear heavily upon our spiritual 
and physical fibre. All of our resources, 
both of mind and material, will be 
strained to the utmost, and let me say 
to you that optimism alone will not be 
enough. Action and unity of purpose 
are absolute essentials. Upon the 
foundations we are now building will 
rise the structure of enduring peace 
and upon the quality of those founda- 
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was an open forum conducted by 
Walter Dakin, Madison, general plant 
superintendent, central group of oper- 
ating companies, General Telephone 
System. During the open forum various 
questions in connection with the wage 
stabilization order, the War Manpower 
Commission rules, and WPB orders 
were asked and ably answered by mem- 
bers of the open-forum panel consisting 
of Mr. Bowden, L. M. Lamkins, Mana- 





ROBERT A. NIXON 
Transportation and Public Utilities Division, pho- 
tographed at the Wisconsin convention as he 


(right) director of OPA, 





discussed regulatory probi with bers of 
the staff of the Wisconsin Public Service Com- 
mission, of which he was formerly chairman. 


wa; Thomas J. Murphy, Madison, and 
J. F. Reding, Madison. 

The second session of the convention 
on Wednesday afternoon, May 19, was 
opened with the showing of three films 
depicting the value of telephone service 
in the war effort which were shown 
under the direction of F. M. McEniry, 
Milwaukee, general commercial 
ager, Wisconsin Telephone Co. 

E. C. Blomeyer, Chicago, chairman 
of the war activities committee, United 
States Independent Telephone Associa- 
tion, represented that association and, 
speaking on the topic “The Effect of 
the War on Independent Companies,” 
gave a resume of the activities of the 
various committees of USITA. He ex- 
plained the work the national associa- 
tion is doing to represent the telephone 
industry from a nation-wide standpoint. 


man- 


The greater part of his address was 
devoted to a discussion of the activities 
of his committee in cooperating with 
the War Production Board and the 
WPB telephone advisory committee in 
preparing and disseminating WPB 
priority orders. He referred to ques- 
tionnaires which his committee has 
mailed to telephone companies and 
urged all companies to fill them out 
and return them to the USITA as the 
information sought is essential in the 
work of the war activities committee. 

Mr. Blomeyer discussed at length the 
increasing lack of telephone instru- 
ments, of both Independent and Bell 





After every session at the Wisconsin convention, many lingered in the convention room to discuss 





major wartime teleph probl 


WALTER DAKIN in the group at the left (with coat under 


arm) conducted an open forum during the meeting. 
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. G-E TELEPHONE WIRE 


\ 


\, — Gives Trouble-Free Service 


Because it is fabricated to rigid specifications, G-E 
telephone wire has won wide acceptance throughout 

the industry. Using an alloy-coated copper, it is easy 

to bend and form, making connections simple and 
easy. Outside wire has an insulation designed for 
tight adherence to the copper. It has a heavy braid 
with mica-flake finish and tracers for quick identifica- 
tion. The insulation on inside telephone wire permits 

free stripping. For additional information write to 

Section W633-4, Appliance and Merchandise Depart- 
ment, General Electric Company, Bridgeport, Conn. 
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Group of traffic supervisors meet during Wisconsin convention to discuss operating problems. 
CECELIA M. BURKE, Madison, shown in immediate foreground, presided at the traffic meeting. 


companies, with which to meet a 
rapidly growing demand for telephone 
service. He stated that this problem 
is being considered by WPB and it is 
hoped that a solution will be forthcom- 
ing soon. 


R. A. Lumpkin, telephone adviser of 
the Communications Branch of WPB, 
appeared on the program and answered 
questions concerning the WPB orders 
which were asked from the floor. 

An inspiring address was given by 
John Cudahy, Milwaukee, former am- 
bassador to Belgium and director of 
the Wisconsin Council of Defense. Mr. 
Cudahy gave an impressive picture of 
the loss of human civilian life and 
property as a result of the German in- 
vasion of Belgium which he viewed per- 
sonally. He stated that much of the 
loss could have been averted had an 
efficient civilian defense program been 
established before the attack. 


He stated that if the United States 
is invaded by air, a strong civilian de- 
fense is necessary if we are to avoid 
the disaster suffered by Belgium and 
other low countries. He made a stir- 
ring plea for all telephone companies 
and the public in general to give whole- 
hearted cooperation to civilian defense 
organizations wherever they exist. 

The last day of the convention was 
given over to addresses by represen- 
tatives of the state and federal govern- 
ments and to Mr. Welch’s address. 

“Taxes in Wisconsin” was the sub- 
ject of an address by A. E. Wegner, 
commissioner of taxation for Wiscon- 
sin. Mr. Wegner gave a breakdown of 
various state and federal taxes, and 
stated that after a reasonable length 
of time after the war both local and 
federal taxes must be reduced. He de- 
clared that the regulation of business, 
which increases the expense of govern- 
ment, must be minimized so as to re- 
duce those expenses so that free enter- 
prise can again flourish in the country. 
He warned that the public must take 
more interest in taxation and see to it 
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that a program for the reduction of 
governmental expenditures is adopted. 
If this is done, Mr. Wegner said, after 
the war individual initiative and free 
enterprise will be re-established on a 
more solid foundation than that upon 
which it rested before the war. 





Snapped by TELEPHONY's photographer J. B. 

White of the Commonwealth Telephone Co. at 

the Wisconsin convention are shown (left to 

right): Association Recording Secretary JOE 

BYRNE; President ED BLAKESLEE; TELEPHONY's 

Washington correspondent, FRANCIS X. WELCH, 
and Editor PETE RENO. 


Hugh M. Jones, commissioner, Motor 
Vehicle Department of Wisconsin, spoke 
on “Wartime Conservation of Motor 
Vehicle Equipment.” He reviewed laws 
and rulings governing the speed of 
motor vehicles and also orders dealing 
with the conservation of such equip- 
ment. Mr. Jones told his listeners that 
every owner of motor vehicles must 
eliminate wasteful habits in order to 
conserve gasoline, tires, and apparatus. 
He said we cannot afford to allow a 
breakdown in civilian transportation, 
passenger or otherwise, and that every- 
one must conserve his present auto- 
motive facilities. He stated that if the 
average American “played the game” 
according to the rules, essential trans- 
portation will be maintained. 


R. W. Peterson, chairman, Wisconsin 
Public Service Commission, impressed 
the convention with his address on 
“Utility Taxation.” He stated that he 
realized the present tax burden of util- 
ities is high and that while he hoped 


a reduction would be forthcoming 
shortly after the war, he was of the 
opinion that they would remain high 
immediately after the emergency, which 
might result in utilities earning a 
lower rate of return during that period. 
He said that present taxes will prob- 
ably go even higher and that they will 
no doubt be burdensome to the tele- 
phone business, but that he was certain 
the industry will meet its responsibili- 
ties as it has always done in the past. 

“Holding the Line in Public Utility 
Rates” was the subject of an address 
by Robert A. Nixon, Washington, D. C., 
director, Transportation and Public 
Utilities Division, Office of Price Ad- 
ministration. Mr. Nixon traced the de- 
velopment of price control in this coun- 
try, beginning his historical account 
with the outbreak of the present world 
war, September 1, 1939, and touching 
upon all of the presidential directives 
and orders of various governmental 
agencies since the United States 
entered the war in 1941. 

He explained the power of the OPA 
to intervene in cases involving tele- 
phone rate increases before state com- 
missions to oppose any rates which 
appear to be contrary to the govern- 
ment’s wage and price stabilization 
program. Commenting upon telephone 
rate increases, Mr. Nixon said that the 
OPA had received notices of only 94 
cases in which increases were requested 
and that most of these involved small 
Independent companies, very often 
rural cooperatives. He stated that most 
of those asking for rate increases were 
in financial straits and needed the extra 
revenue, in which case the OPA did not 
present objections. 

Leighton H. Peebles, director, Com- 
munications Division, War Production 
Board, addressed the convention on 
“The Reasons for Restrictions on Mate- 
rial Usage” and as at all state tele- 





HELEN MILLER (extreme right) and ESTHER 

SCHUMANN of the Wisconsin association's office 

had charge of the registration desk during the 
recent convention. 


phone meetings, Mr. Peebles held the 
close attention of his listeners. 

Mr. Peebles outlined the steps lead- 
ing up to the establishment of the 
present Communications Division and 
stated that its functions are to give 
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communication industry in the war 
proiuetion program. He declared that 
the policy of the Communications Di- 
vision is one of cooperation with the 
con:munications industry and that it 
relied upon leadership rather than the 
dictation of bureaucracy to chart the 
broad program which the industry 
should follow. He paid tribute to the 
Telephone Industry Advisory Commit- 
tee in helping lay out this program. 


He complimented the telephone in- 
dustry for its efficiency in serving the 
public and government and said that 
its service has played a great part in 
uniting the country. He stated also 
that communications are the nerves of 
an army combat organization and are 
essential in the movements of the 
armed forces. 


Mr. Peebles complimented telephone 
companies for conserving critical mate- 
rials and warned there is at present 
no indication that more of these mate- 
rials will be alloted to the telephone 
industry than in the past quarter. In 
fact, he said, it probably will be on 
even shorter rations. He explained that 
there is need for a greater amount of 
critical materials in the production of 
armaments and that less and less must 
be used by commercial industries. In 
closing, Mr. Peebles said: 


“The telephone industry is doing its 
share by getting along with less mate- 
rials and less manpower, and is con- 
tributing its part to make this tremen- 
dous war production effort possible. 
All the controls and regulations over 
which we have jointly sweated and 
worried during the last 15 months were 
imposed to make increased war pro- 
duction possible. The communications 
industry has been outstanding in its 
understanding of the necessity of the 
controls. It has cooperated in designing 
them, and now is cooperating with 
those of us whose duty it is to admin- 
ister them. 


strand. 


This is true regardless of weather 


and local conditions for there’s an 





...pecause he used Amertel 


This typical American expression of 
finality describes exactly how tele- 
phone men feel when 
Amertel wire. They know that sound 
engineering and lasting construction 
calls for the very qualities offered 
by Amertel wire or Amerstrand steel 


they string 


Amertel wire for the longest span or 
the shortest span for the heavy 


“Desnite < ae limitations . . 
Despite all of these limitations, the loading anne end the light loading none. 


communications industry has provided 
and maintained adequate communica- 
tions for the war program and the 
essential civilian needs. 


And, right now this extra strength 
and quality that’s in every inch of 
every type of Amertel is more impor- 
tant than ever. It helps do away with 
repairs, replacements and service calls. 
Because it does it helps save steel, 
machinery, manpower and rubber. 


“Because of the scarcity of mate- 
rials, the communications industry 
must make every pound of material 
that is used and every man hour that 





is spent count. We are counting on 
your ingenuity to obtain more service 
from less materials. than anyone has 
heretofore dreamed possible, and I 
know you are going to do it.” 


The convention adjourned following 
the stirring address of Mr. Welch, men- 


tioned. at the beginning of this report. | 
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SOLID SHANK 


The Strongest 


@ Solid shank construction, 
originated by True Temper, 
universally acclaimed yy 
important shove — 
nills, mines— rst | 

roads, fife, utility and efficiency. 
| The Sturdee Solid Shank 
Spoon is forged in one sicse 
from a solid bar of steel ade, 
shank and socket are a! ‘i 
no seams, laps of We s 
break in service. 

A chain is no stronger — 
its weakest link. The Stur “3 
Solid Shank Spoon has no —_ 
spots. Its strength is — 
and balanced. Every. po ote 
light, or communicate _— 
pany who has tried this sp —_ 
now specifies it to the —— , 
of any other type. — a 
program that will save i — 
increase efficiency, USE ~ tu 
Solid Shank Spoons 


sTURDF TOOLS 


a True TEMPER 
Proouct 








Western pattern. 
Sturdee Solid 
Shank Heavy Duty A 
/ Spoon. Blade. 
/ shank and socket f 
forged in one f 
Piece from a solid 
bar of steel. 13 
Sauge. heat treated 
blade. XX grade 
hickory or ash 
handle — lengths 
6 feet to 12 feet. 









JOSLYN MFG. & SUPPLY COMPANY 
Executive Offices 
20 North Wacker Drive * Chicago, Illinois 


Branches and Warehouses with Complete Stocks in 
Principal Cities of the United States 
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Locally Owned Group 
Holds Meeting 


A group of members of the Wiscon- 
sin Locally Owned Telephone Group, a 
convention made up wholly of Inde- 
pendent telephone companies that are 
not members of group companies, met 
May 18 at Madison and during the fol- 
lowing two days they also attended the 
convention of the Wisconsin State Tele- 
phone Association. 

Chairman John §. Allen, Milton Junc- 
tion, opened the meeting and among 
other recommendations made to the 
smaller companies he urged them to 
follow the prescribed system of ac- 
counts as these accounts are of more 
value to the companies than to the 
public and to the state commission, 
which prescribes the accounting rules. 


Without a recognized system of ac- 
counts, telephone companies are not 
certain whether they are making 


or losing money on their operations, he 
said. 

Mr. Allen 
small 


also recommended that 
establish rules and 
regulations covering collections, render- 
ing of service, and the use of equip- 
ment in the form of a contract which 
is signed by both the subscriber and 
the company. 


companies 


The only guest speaker at the meet- 
ing was R. W. Roloff, Madison, Col- 
lector of Internal Revenue office. Mr. 
toloff explained the new federal reve- 
nue proposals and existing federal and 
state tax laws, and he gave instruc- 
tions as to filling out of the various 
forms in connection with the paying 
of taxes. 

The following directors were elected: 
C. H. Wiswell, Elkhorn; T. H. Sander- 
son, Portage; H. A. Price, Markesan; 
Kar] Mess, Phillips; J. D. Kratz, Foot- 
ville, and Otto Wipperman, Cleveland. 

The directors elected the following 
officers: Chairman, Mr. Kratz; vice 
chairman, Mr. Sanderson; vice chair- 
man, Mr. Wiswell; secretary, L. M. 
Lamkins, Manawa, and treasurer, A. 
H. Bowden, Alma. 


Vv 


Promotions Announced for 
Ohio Signal Battalion 

The promotion of a number of the 
commissioned officers with the 92nd 
Signal Battalion, sponsored by the Ohio 
Independent Telephone Association and 
now at Camp Maxey, Tex., has been 
announced. 

Lts. Theodore Schweer, John Driver, 
and W. J. Melchers, have been pro- 
moted to captaincies and given com- 
pany commanderships. 

Second Lts. D. B. Ewing and C. C. 
Stanton have been promoted to first 


lieutenantcies, and Lt. Wm. R. Gard, 


who recently completed a special course 
at the Adjutant General’s Schoo at 
Arlington, has been named as pe? son- 
nel adjutant for the unit. 

Capt. W. F. Tucker, upon his return 
to the 92nd, following special training 
at Ft. Monmouth, has been designated 
as executive officer for the battalion by 
Lt. Col. Leonard J. McCann. 

Capt. Russell Johnson recently re- 
ceived his orders to report at Ft. Mon- 
mouth for advanced training. 

Inspecting officers of the 10th Army 
Corps, reporting on the 92nd at the 
conclusion of the latter’s basic train- 
ing, complimented Colonel McCann and 
his outfit upon their efficiency and 
knowledge of Army communications. 

Officers of the 39th Signal Construc- 
tion Battalion, the second large unit 
sponsored by the Ohio association, re- 
cently completed their preliminary 
training at Ft. Monmouth, and are now 
training with the remainder of this 
battalion as a unit at a midwestern 
point. The 39th will be activated at an 
early date. 
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Post-War Expansion Mapped 
By Ohio Bell Committee 

With a billion to a billion-and-a-half 
dollars estimated as the amount of new 
capital to be required by the Bell Sys- 
tem to finance anticipated post-war 
construction throughout the nation, a 
committee has been formed by the Ohio 
Bell Telephone Co. to study post-war 
plans for Ohio’s part in the big job. 

Ohio Bell officials said service to the 
public will be benefited by having the 
company’s planning committee, com- 
posed of representatives from all de- 
partments, do of the pre- 
liminary engineering and planning that 
will be required after the war. 

The committee also is considering 
basic and fundamental programs in re- 
lation to long-term planning. 


now some 


Among items in the estimate for the 
national program are: Equipment to 
fill “held orders” which cannot now be 
met because of lack of facilities, facili- 
ties to relieve the present seriously 
overloaded condition of telephone plant, 
resumption of the program of convert- 
ing telephones to dial service, re- 
placement of older types of telephone 
instruments by newer types and further 
replacement of open-wire long distance 
telephone lines by cables. 


Vv 
In Charge at Capron, Kan. 


Ray OLSON has taken over the man- 
agement of the Driftwood Telephone 
Co. at Capron, Kan., replacing GEORGE 
Mous who operated the exchange for a 
number of years. 
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OB! TUARIES 


A. V. Emerson, 73, a Kansas com- | 
munications pioneer, died recently at | 
his home in Dodge City, Kan. Mr. | 
Emerson retired nine years ago in 1934 | 


as district manager of the Southwestern 
Bel! Telephone Co., a position he had 
held since 1918, first at Great Bend 
and at Dodge City since 1920. He had 


spent a lifetime as a builder of Kansas | 


telephone, telegraph and railroad com- 
panies. 

In 1898 Mr. Emerson installed the 
first telephone switchboard at Florence 


with 13 subscribers, for a privately | 


owned company and he combined man- 
aging that first telephone exchange 
with his managership of the Postal 
Telegraph Co. In 1912 he built a group 
of telephone exchanges in Marion 
county and continued as manager of 


them for Southwestern Bell, who had | 


bought out the first company in 1905. 
He continued there until 1918 when he 
went with Southwestern Bell. 


* * * 


ALBERT F.. HILDRETH, manager of the 
Hollis (N. H.) Telephone Co., and its 
organizer in 1902, died May 22 after 
an illness of five months. He was nearly 
71 years old. Mr. Hildreth was promi- 
nent in civic affairs, having held the 
office of town clerk since 1907 and in 
1939 retiring from the Hollis Fire Co. 
after half a century of service. He was 
a representative in the state legislature 
in 1926-27. 

Among organizations in which he 
held membership was the New Hamp- 
shire Telephone Association, Telephone 
Pioneers of America, the New England 
Association of Fire Chiefs, the New 
Hampshire Fire Chiefs club and the 
New Hampshire City & Town Clerks 
association, of which he had been presi- 
dent. 

He is survived by his widow and one 
s50n. 

* * * 


Mrs. ETHEL CRONE, who retired only 
a month ago as supervisor at the Bea- 
trice (Neb.) exchange of the Lincoln 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., Lincoln, 
died recently of a heart attack. She 
had been in service at Beatrice for 
26 years. 


Vv 


Jail Business Disrupted 

An Augusta (Ga.) prisoner’s private 
telephone, over which he conducted a 
music machine business for several 
months, has been ordered disconnected 
by the federal district judge. The tele- 
phone was in the prisoner’s cell in the 
county jail while he awaited a third 
trial in connection with a roadhouse 
slaying. 
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It's as simple as |, 2, 3. By using 
AR Rebuilding Service you can furnish 
up-to-the-minute service yet still help 
conserve materials by eliminating, or 
reducing to a minimum, your require- 
ments for new equipment. 


AR Rebuilding is more than a repair 
service. Every piece of equipment 
going through the AR factory process 
is stripped right down and rebuilding 
is begun with the smallest part. Cabi- 
net—receiver—mouthpiece—wiring— 
everything, is made like new and all 
apparatus is modernized at the same 
time. Check your obsolete or worn-out 
equipment now—prepare your ex- 
change to meet today's demands. 
Write for prices and facts on AR 
Rebuilding. 


NOTE: Orders for Autelco Re- 
building service may qualify for 
priority rating under Maintenance 
and Repair. Please include priority 
certification with all orders. 


THE MARK OF QUALITY 
IN REBUILDING SERVICE 


Au telco 
Rebuilt 





AUTOMATIC + ELECTRIL 





MAKERS OF TELEPHONE, SIGNALING AND COMMUNICATION APPARATUS 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS, DESIGNERS AND CONSULTANTS 





Distributors in U. S. and Possessions: 
AMERICAN AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC SALES COMPANY, 
1033 W. Van Buren St., Chicago, U. S. A. 
Export Distributors: AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC SALES COMPANY, LIMITED 
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The proved and standard 
Protection for Underground 
Telephone Cables. 





Cheapest in the long run. 
Highest quality and a full 
line of shapes. 


National Fireproofing Corp. 


202 £. Ohio Street, N. S$ 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 
= 











FOR LACING CABLES 


F 








and all other purposes 
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waxed Linen Twine. 

The BARBOUR PRODUCTS Division 
of 


THE LINEN THREAD CO., INC. 
60 East 42nd Street, New York 








26 


Service to Schools Changed 
to Business Classification 

The Wisconsin Telephone Co. has 
been authorized to eliminate a special 
| residential classification for Milwaukee 
(Wis.) public and parochial grade and 
high schools, which was established 35 
| years ago, and to serve these institu- 
| tions under its business service clas- 
sification, the Wisconsin Public Service 
| Commission announced May 19. The 
| change was directed to become effective 
in the next billing period. 
| Most of these schools have been 
| served at residential rates, although 
other schedules have been applied in 
some cases. Changing the classification 
to business service will result in a rev- 
enue increase for the company amount- 
ing to a very small percentage of the 
Milwaukee exchange revenue, approxi- 
mately one-tenth of 1 per cent. 

In the order Chairman R. W. Peter- 
son and Commissioners W. F. Whitney 
and Lynn H. Ashley said: “One of the 
reasons cited in support of the special 
classification was to acquaint the gen- 
eral public and particularly household- 
ers with the use of telephone service. 
However, during the past four decades 
many changes have taken place in the 
operation and administration of the 
educational system in Milwaukee. The 
reasonableness and propriety of the 
special classification must be judged in 
the light of present conditions relating 
to the use of telephone service. ... 

“The testimony in this case indicates 
that at least in the city of Milwaukee, 
the kind of use made of school service 
is quite similar to that of business es- 
tablishments generally. .. .” 

At a hearing before the state com- 
mission, a representative of OPA took 
the position that the granting of the 
company’s request for reclassification 
would constitute a rate increase which 
could not be made since proper notice 
had not been served on OPA. 





“We are satisfied that we have af- 
forded ample time and opportunity for 
the parties to do whatever was neces- 
sary to comply with the price control 
act,” the commission said. 

“In view of its special appearance at 
hearings, it cannot be said that the Of- 
fice of Price Administration has not 
had actual notice of the change in clas- 
sification of service which the applicant 
seeks to apply. 

“Any increase in revenue due to a 
change in classification is merely inci- 
dental to the purpose of this hearing; 
therefore, this matter is not considered 
by us as an application for an increase 
in rates.” 


Vv 


Rates Fixed by Commission 
Are Just, Says Nebraska Body 

The Nebraska State Railway Com- 
mission, in dismissing a rate case filed 
against the Lincoln Street Railway Co. 
by former Commissioner Good, held 
that rates for a utility or common car- 
rier previously fixed by the commission 
are presumed to be just and reason- 
able, and these will not be changed 
unless proof is submitted by a com- 
plainant to justify such an order. 

In this case Mr. Good had failed, it 
held; to make a case when he submitted 
a showing that the rate charged in Lin- 
coln was higher than in most other 
cities of its class and that the company 
had returned its property for taxation 
purposes at a stated figure. These 
were the only valuation figures put in 
evidence, and the commission held that 
while they were to be considered they 
were not controlling or conclusive. 

The commission said that in passing 
on a rate case it would take judicial 
knowledge of increased costs of wages 
and salaries, materials and supplies and 
of maintenance due to the war effort, 
and that Mr. Good had failed to -sub- 
mit any evidence to support his con- 
tention that present fares are too high. 
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Ask Authority to Change 
Garland (Neb.) Service 

The Lincoln (Neb.) Telephone & 
Tel-graph Co. has asked authority of 
the Nebraska State Railway Commis- 
sion to change the added service setup 
at its Garland exchange. Having less 
than 100 subscribers at that exchange 
the company has been privileged to go 
ahead with changing over to dial 
service. 

\t present, town subscribers get 
free service to Seward and rural sub- 
scribers may choose between Seward 
or Malcolm Under the new 
arrangement all will have service from 
the Seward exchange only, although 
one subscriber refused to sign the 
consent agreement submitted. 


service. 


[he company also asked authority to 
eliminate the 25-cent monthly charge 
at its Malcolm exchange for Garland 
service. 


Vv 


Mountain States Awaits 
Rate Appeal Action 

The appeal of the Mountain States 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., Salt Lake 
City, Utah, from an order of the Utah 
Public Commission for a re- 
duction of its intrastate toll rates in 
Utah is one of 22 cases to be heard by 
the state at the June 
session, which opened June 1 at the 
capitol. 


Service 


supreme court 


The case is slated for hearing on 
June 10, the last day of the session. 
In it the commission ordered the com- 
pany to reduce toll rates to the level 
of interstate rates for comparable dis- 


tances. 


Vv 


California Commission Studies 
San Jacinto Rate Hearing 

At a rehearing conducted May 20 in 
the San Jacinto (Calif.) city hall, 
statements were taken for study by the 
California Railroad Commission in the 
matter of the application of the Cali- 
fornia Water & Telephone Co. for an 
order authorizing it to make certain 
changes in telephone operating prac- 
tices affecting the San Jacinto and 
Hemet (see TELEPHONY, 
May 29, p. 58). The hearing was con- 
ducted by Justus Craemer of Orange, 
member of the commission. Hearing of 
the telephone company’s application 
was first heard in San Jacinto last 
July. 


exchanges 


San Jacinto interests voiced opposi- 
tion at the hearing to the proposal of 
the company to connect telephone lines 
to certain areas, including the San 
Jacinto mountains, with the Hemet 
switchboard instead of the San Jacinto 
switchboard, and to the proposal to 
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DROP WIRE CLAMPS 


—provide an ideal and widely 
accepted standard for attaching 
No. 17 B&S twisted pair or par- 
allel drop wire to poles or build- 
ings. Sharp bends are elim- 
inated, all wear is placed on the 
hardware and the life of the wire 
is greatly prolonged as compared 
with other methods. Easily and 
quickly installed—slack in drop 
wires is taken up without leav- 
ing weak spots in wire. Write for 
complete information and prices. 





CLAMP WITH PARALLEL DROP WIRE 


CLAMP WITH TWISTED PARALLEL DROP WIRE 
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thousands of installations. 
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FOR BETTER SERVICE 
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CONVERTER 


No Moving Parts 
Nothing to Adjust 

No Routine Maintenance 
No Radio Interference 
Field-Tested 


Economical and Quiet in 
Operation 








SIX MODELS 
For loads from small PBX to 
large central office. Output ca- 
pacity 7'/2 watts to 40/50 watts. 











1STROMBERG-CARLSON COMPANY 


Factory and General Offices: 100 Carlson Rd., Rochester, N.Y., U.S.A. 


Branch Offices: Chicago, Kansas City, San Francisco, Toronto 
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NO MOVING PARTS. 
Fully Guaranteed. 
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CORRECT WIRE TENSION 
IS IMPORTANT! 


Wire that is put up “by guess and by 
gosh" is a weak link in your telephone 
system. The only dead accurate way to 
get tension right is with the DILLON 
DYNAMOMETER. It eliminates guessing, 
figuring—is light and easy to use. 


Wire manufacturers specify correct wire 
stringing tensions. The DILLON DYNA- 
MOMETER makes it possible for you to 
achieve them. Always right—always 
ready—scientifically accurate. 


WRITE FOR DESCRIPTIVE 
LITERATURE & LOW PRICE 
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make the Hemet exchange the toll 


| center for the valley. The latter change 
| would assertedly increase long distance 


charges from San Jacinto to Los An- 
geles and points north, and decrease 
charges to San Diego and other points 
in the southernmost area of the state. 

Representatives of the telephone 
company presented their contentions in 
support of the application. 
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Riverton (Neb.) Business Men 
Take Over Local Company 

C. L. Shinneman, owner of the Riv- 
erton (Neb.) Telephone Co. has sold 
the property to a group of local resi- 
dents, E. T. Siel, J. Ziegler, W. J. Bach, 
Paul Hundt and Ralph Detlefson, who 
have incorporated for $2,500. 

Some time ago Mr. Shinneman leased 
the property to a woman operator. She 
was unable to operate the property on 
a profitable basis and turned it back 
to Mr. Shinneman, who declined to take 
it over personally. To avert this threat 
to close the exchange, local men inter- 
ested themselves in its purchase. 


vv 


Cambridge (Neb.) Company 
Asks Rate Increase 


The Cambridge (Neb.) Telephone 
Co. through O. C. Shoemaker, secre- 
tary, recently asked the Nebraska 


State Railway Commision to authorize 
an increase in the rates of its 58 busi- 
ness subscribers from $2.50 a month to 
$3.00 and of its 142 residence patrons 
from $1.50 to $1.80 a month, with ex- 
tensions 75 cents a month. 

The company, which has assets of 
$34,367 and capital stock of $9,475, 
submitted reports for the last four 
years indicating that, including allow- 
ance of 6 per cent dividends, operations 
have been in the red averaging about 
$1,000 a year. Revenues in 1942 were 
$6,589, and operating deficit alone 
totaled nearly $600. The company says 
it is faced with increased costs in the 
form of supplies and higher wages. 


Vv 


OPA May Oppose Oklahoma 
Companies’ Rate Increase 

Possibility of further delay in secur- 
ing determination of telephone rate in- 
crease applications of the Southwest 
Telephone Co., at Harrah, Okla., and 
the Southwestern States Telephone Co., 
at Binger, Okla. (see TELEPHONY, May 
8, p. 22), was seen when F. W. Hern- 
don, from the legal division of the 
Oklahoma state department of the 
Office of Price Administration appeared 
at the May 27 hearing before the Okla- 
homa Corporation Commission. 

Ray O. Weems, vice chairman of the 


commission, said the Washington (: PA 
indicated that after the evidence is re- 
viewed the federal OPA may desire 
to file a brief opposing the prop: sed 
rate increases. The commission, at the 
close of the hearing, took the evidence 
under advisement and announced that 
the OPA will be given an opportu) ity 
to file a brief before an order is issued, 

During the hearing, A. G. Davidson, 
Brownwood, Tex., general commercial] 
supervisor of both companies, was 
asked by Commissioner Armstrong if 
his companies plan any more rate in- 
crease applications at this time. Mr. 
Davidson replied that they do not so 
far as he knows and that the Harrah 
and Binger applications were filed 
nearly a year ago before the OPA be- 
came interested in utility rate cases 
and had several times been delayed in 
coming to a hearing. 

Asked by Commissioner Armstrong 
if he thought these applications should 
be pressed in view of the President’s 
request to hoid the line on rising costs, 
Mr. Davidson explained that his com- 
pany has been losing money in both 
exchanges since 1941 and he believes 
that it would be better to ask for slight 
increases now so that service can be 
continued at these points in a satis- 
factory manner and the plants kept in 
good condition to meet post-war condi- 
tions. 

The companies are asking a 25-cent- 
per-month increase on one-party busi- 
ness, one- and two-party residence serv- 
ice for both exchanges, and an increase 
in multi-party residence rates at 
Harrah and on multi-party business 
rates in both towns. Reductions of 25 
cents per month in business extension 
rates are proposed for both towns. 

Appearing for the companies, which 
are under common ownership and 
management, in addition to Mr. David- 
son were I. M. Preston, district man- 
ager, Southwest Telephone Co., at 
Wetumka, Okla., and H. W. Hubenthal, 
secretary of the Oklahoma Telephone 
Association. J. W. Walton, Broken 
Arrow, Okla., vice president of the 
Oklahoma Telephone Co. and president 
of the Oklahoma Telephone Associa- 
tion, attended as an observer. 
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Wire Clearance in Nebraska 
Under State Highway Rule 
George W. Kloidy, secretary of the 
Nebraska Telephone Association, calls 
attention to the fact that while the bill 
allowing a lower clearance of wires 
over highways was killed by the legis- 
lature this was done by agreement. 
The matter was transferred to another 
bill which turns over to the state high- 
way department regulation of con- 
struction, operation, maintenance, re- 
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moval and relocation of all wire lines 
alcng, upon, across or under state and 
fe‘ cral highways. 

neluded in that bill, now a law, is 
a provision that wires shall be placed 
at least 18 feet above all road cross- 
ings instead of at least 20 feet as in 
the old law. 
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Summary of Commission 
Hearings and Rulings 
Illinois Commerce Commission 

June 8: Hearing continued on peti- 
tion filed by Illinois Telephone Co., 
Jacksonville, for authority to increase 
rates for service in Jacksonville and 
16 central Illinois communities. 

June 29: Hearing continued on peti- 
tion filed by Illinois Allied Telephone 


Co., Princeton, for authority to in- | 


crease rates. 


Kansas State Corporation Commission 

June 7: Hearing on joint application 
filed by Home Telephone Co. (unin- 
corporated), Colwich, for authority to 
transact the business of a public utility 
in Colwich, and the Colwich Telephone 
Co. for authority to cease operating as 
a public utility at Colwich. 

June 21: Hearing on application 
fied by Natoma Central Telephone Co. 
for authority to make certain changes 
in rates for telephone service at Na- 
toma. 

June 21: Hearing on application 
filed by Montgomery County Farmers 
Mutual Telephone Co., Inc., for author- 
ity to make certain changes in collec- 
tion for telephone service at Wayside 
and Tyro. 


Missouri Public Service Commission 

May 10: Application filed by Mis- 
souri Standard Telephone Co. for au- 
thority to sell and A. A. Jones to pur- 
chase the telephone exchanges at Bran- 
son, Hollister and Forsyth. 

May 10: Order issued suspending 
proposed rates of the Pineville Tele- 
phone Co., Pineville, to August 12 un- 
less otherwise ordered by the commis- 
s10n. 


Ohio Public Utilities Commission 

May 29: Application filed by Citi- 
zens Telephone Co. of Circleville for 
authority to issue and sell at not less 
than the principal sum, and not to ex- 
ceed $74,200 of 10 year, 7 per cent 
promissory notes to procure funds with 
which to capitalize by reimbursing the 
treasury for such amount of the al- 
leged $74,383.38 uncapitalized capital 
expenditures between June 1, 1938 and 
February 28, 1943 upon which the is- 
sue of proposed notes is premised. 


Oklahoma Corporation Commission 

June 11: Hearing on application of 
Pearson Telephone Co., for permission 
to discontinue telephone service and 
dismantle the exchange at Pearson. 
Difficulties in securing employes is 
cited as the principal reason for the 
request. 


Wisconsin Public Service Commission 

June 2: Application filed by Unity 
& Southwestern Telephone Co. for au- 
thority to increase rates. 
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A COMPLETE LINE 
OF EVERSTICKS 
MEETS ALL CON- 
STRUCTION AND 
MAINTENANCE 
NEEDS. 

For dependable anchoring with hold- 


ing power always in excess of rated . 
capacities to meet unusual strains. 15 sizes of 2-way, 3-way, 


4-way types; also cone an- 
chors, all made of best 
quality tough malleable iron 
.  « all with Everstick's ex- 
ey) clusive nut housing feature. 


Distributed by: 


STROMBERG-CARLSON COMPANY 


Factory and General Offices: 100 Carlson Rd., Rochester, N. Y., U. S. A. 
Branch Offices: Chicago Kansas City San Francisco Toronto 











HOLTZER-CABOT 
MAGNETO RINGING SET 


One Rotating 
Element 


Only 






NO BRUSHES 
RIGID 
COMPACT 


Nothing to Cause Radio 
Interference 


Designed for Exchanges up to Provides “Audible Ringing. 
1,500 Subscribers. 


Output — 80 volts, 19 cycles, 


15 watts. Other and Larger Ringing Sets 
Close voltage regulation. Available. 


Write for Bulletin 1310-0z 
THE HOLTZER-CABOT ELECTRIC CO. 


125 Amory St. 6161 S. State St. 
Boston, Mass. Chicago, Ill. 


Minimum Maintenance Cost. 
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Pole lines stay put 
where CHANCE STEEL 
_ ANCHORS 


are used 


Chance Steel Anchors 
are playing an impor 
tant part in our war 
effort by supporting 
the communication sys 
tems for the Army 
Signal Corps because 
the men who select 
this equipment, know 
that Chance Expand- 
ing Anchors stay put. 
They expand to more 
than two and one-half 
times their size. They 
withstand severe pun 
ishment without break 








age The blades ex 
pand in opposite di 
rections equalizing 
strain. 

Made in two and four 
way types and several 
sizes 


GET THE DETAILS IN 
YOUR CHANCE CATALOG 
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In the Nation's 
Capital 
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set-up is so far-reaching that it may be 
simply a case of another big tent being 
used to camouflage the relocation of 
several of the smaller tents which have 
been covered up under the protective 
coloring of official authority. In plain 
words, it may be that Byrnes has no 
intention of interfering with WPB, but 
is really determined to perform a long 
overdue operation on OPA and bring 
forth some sort of higher and inde- 
pendent standing for the Office of 
Civilian Requirements (OCR). 

In fact, that is this writer’s early 
guess as to what the new OWM has 
really been created to do—in the first 
instance, at least. There may be other 
work for it later on by way of “unify- 
ing” the work of the subordinate agen- 
cies. So here’s a prophecy: Look soon 
to see the controversial Office of Price 
Administration (OPA) reduced to the 
status of recording secretary and glori- 
fied messenger boy for other emer- 
gency agencies. Look to see most of 
its actual authority shifted elsewhere 
—to the WPB, Office of Civilian Re- 
quirements (OCR), and perhaps the 
Office of Food Administration. 

Truth of the matter is—the OPA is 
already dead. About three months ago 
it crawled off into a hole, pulled the 
hole in after it, and quietly expired. 
The current fireworks going on over 
OPA in Washington are merely a po- 
litical inquest as to who killed Cock 
Robin and what the bad smell is all 
about. But there is virtually no chance 
of breathing real life into OPA and 
restoring it as a vital agency in its own 
right. 

The principal trouble with OPA was 
its policy vacillation, resulting from in- 
ternal squabbling between rival theo- 
rists, power-grabbing subordinates and 
so-called “specialists.” (Definition: A 
specialist in Washington is an expert 
who works in an ever-narrowing field 
so that he comes to know more and 
more about less and less, and winds up 
knowing everything about nothing at 
all.) It is wrong to blame OPA Direc- 
tor Brown entirely. He inherited a dy- 
ing, if not already dead, horse to ride. 
It is doubtful if the Archangel Michael 
could have made OPA function as in- 
tended at the time Brown took over 
the reins from Leon Henderson. 


Your correspondent does not expect, 
however, that OPA will be obliterated 


entirely as an alphabetical age: -y, 
This is contrary to some strong } e- 
dictions by some highly respected ,;. o- 
fessional colleagues in the ‘Washi: ¢- 
ton observer” game. They assume 
OPA, having become so much of a a 
bility, will be simply torpedoed by ‘‘\e 
administration in favor of a new nae 
to remove all trace of the old unpopu- 
larity. Such is the precedent to 
witnessed in the torpedoing of the d 
OPACS, OPM, SPAB, NDAC, and a 
host of lesser alphabetical names which 
have passed over to the bureaucratic 
burial ground. 

But OPA is in a different position 
than SPAB, OPM, etc. You have to 
face the fact that there are millions 
and millions of ration books in the 
hands of nearly every man, woman, 
and child in the country—all issued 
under the title of Office of Price Ad- 
ministration. There are thousands of 
regulations, with regional offices and 
boards set up to administer them—all 
under the imprimatur of OPA. The 
entire system of rationing has come to 
be identified in the public mind with 
OPA. 

To throw this whole system into the 
wastebasket overnight and start out 
fresh with a new label would not only 
bewilder and confuse the entire nation 
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ust getting used to the intricacies of 
t point system—it would shake the 
confidence of the people in the govern- 
ment as a whole. It would hold the 
federal government up to ridicule and 
contempt—a butt of jokes, and be even 
more a target of criticism than at pres- 
ent. 
Since, therefore, the federal govern- 
ment already has such an outstanding 

estment and commitment in OPA as 
a going concern, such a vast amount of 
“oood will,” so to speak (no wise 
cracks, please, this is serious), this 

iter does not believe that the OPA 
title, as a title, will be relinquished. 

However, while there are technical 
reasons for the government to continue 
to do its rationing and price-control 
business at the same old OPA stand, 
there are many ways and means for re- 
ducing OPA to a mere distribution out- 
let for policies formulated elsewhere. 
That is what is likely to happen. 

One government agency which is 
likely to blossom into more import- 
ance and take over policy-making func- 
tions of OPA is the Office of Civilian 
Requirements. This used to be an ob- 
scure division of WPB. But it has been 
blossoming in power and in attention 
bestowed upon it until it is about ready 
to burst out on a par with WPB itself. 
So here is another prediction: You are 
going to hear a lot more about OCR. 
Its present head is Arthur Whiteside, 
former business executive of Dun & 
Bradstreet. It is not certain that Mr. 


Whiteside, a polite, elderly gentleman, 


will remain in the saddle indefinitely. 
There have been rumors that some 
figure of more national fame, such as 
former Ambassador to Great Britain 
Joseph P. Kennedy, will get the call. 

But, however that will turn out, the 
administration realizes the importance 
of establishing an agency which will 
have the responsibility of looking out 
for civilian requirements. In the proc- 
ess of grafting the old OPA limbs onto 
new agencies, there are likely to be 
changes which will immediately affect 
the utilities. The OPA Utilities Divi- 
sion, for example, may be transferred 
bodily or it may undergo some changes 
in personnel, but it is not likely to stay 
under OPA any more than other really 
important policy-making divisions. 

In the near future, for example, there 
will have to be made some important 
decisions on civilian requirements for 
public utility service, including tele- 
phone service. The WPB Communica- 
tions Division has heretofore issued 
orders in this field with respect to limi- 
tation of equipment. The Board of War 
Communications has heretofore issued 
orders with respect to priority for 
long-distance calls. These two agencies, 
respectively, may continue to have the 
responsibility for such functions in the 


JUNE 5, 1943 


future. But it is more likely that OCR 
will at least have an important ad- 
visory say in the drawing-up of all 
future orders. 


Vv 


McKrae Company Moves Head 
Offices to Fredonia, Kan. 

The general offices of the McKrae 
Telephone Co. have been moved from 
Burlington to Fredonia, Kan., where 
Fred P. Marshall, vice president and 
acting general manager, will be in 
charge. Mr. Marshall’s move to Fre- 


HE 


HE scrap pile “Octopus”! Its deadly 
tentacles are constantly reaching 
out for tools. And too often, getting 
them. 


With the tool supply situation daily 
growing more serious, the scrap pile is 
an enemy that every tool-using industry 
must wage war against—with greater 
determination than ever! 


On the question of pliers our advice 
to telephone companies is: Make your 
present supply last as long as possible. 
When you must have new pliers replace 
them with Vacuum Grips, the pliers that 
offer time-defying resistance to wear. 
They'll help you to cheat the scrap pile 
“Octopus.” A sound economy measure. 
And a wise move from the standpoint 
of wartime conservation. 


Made in a range of 
potterns to cover every 
aerial and indoor in- 
staliation requirement. 
Write for details of eur 
WN 30-Day Trial Offer. 









aote tm 
FORGED STEEL 
PRODUCTS CO. 


RIGHT! 


donia replaces M. E. Howard, former 
district manager who resigned and 
went to work in California. 

Other personnel involved in the 
transfer includes: Arcena_ Aldrich, 
treasurer; Ruth McCormick, secretary; 
Dolores Chamberlin, auditor; Naomi 
Jean Hummel, clerk and Shirley Combs, 
toll clerk. Mrs. Bernice Williams, who 
has been secretary of the company and 
secretary for the past five years to 
Carl E. Kraege, president of the com- 
pany (now serving as lieutenant colonel 
with the U. S. Signal Corps), has re- 
signed. 
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This photograph was taken at the presentation of two stars for Hubbard & Co.'s Army-Navy E 

flag in recognition of continued excellence of production. At the speaker's stand is J. V. SMITH, 

Hubbard executive vice president, who acted as master of ceremonies. Seated on platform the 

six persons shown in center foreground are: LIEUTENANT CLOAKE, C. L. PEIRCE JR., Hubbard 

president, COMDR. E. W. McKINLEY, CAPT. W. A. SHELBY, LT. WM. P. MURDOCH and CAPT. 

WILFRED BAUKNIGHT. Seated at extreme right is J. W. HUBBARD, chairman of the board of 
Hubbard & Co. 


Hubbard & Co. Adds Stars 
to Army-Navy Pennant 

On April 27 Hubbard & Co., Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., was honored by the be- 
stowal of two stars for their Army- 
Navy E pennant in recognition -of con- 
tinued excellence of production of war 
materials. A two-hour ceremony was 
held at the plant at noon in order to 
eliminate unnecessary work stoppage 
and lunch was served to 2,500 workers 
and their families. 

Joseph V. Smith, executive vice presi- 
dent of Hubbard & Co., was master of 
ceremonies and the two star Army- 
Navy E pennant was accepted for the 
company by John W. Hubbard, chair- 
man of the board. Joseph Sparbana, 
president of Hubbard Local 211 ac- 
cepted the Army-Navy E lapel pin in 
behalf of the mill employes. 

Principal speakers were Rev. Dr. 
Francis A. Cox, Lt. Comm. E. W. Mce- 
Kinley (USN Ret.), Col. Herbert D. 
Vogel, Maj. Wm. F. Schwerin, Wm. J. 
Hart, C. L. Peirce Jr. and Edward O. 
Tabor. 

The ceremony was also attended by 
18 guests of honor from the U. S. 
armed forces. 


Vv 


Kellogg Girls Are 
Proving Good "Men" 

With the manpower problem grow- 
ing more critical each day, women are 
being called upon by American indus- 
try to assume tasks hitherto believed 
beyond the capabilities of their sex. 
They are mastering their new duties 
and as a result the manpower shortage 
is rapidly being licked. 

Women have long played an impor- 
tant role at the Kellogg Switchboard & 
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Supply Co., according to a company 
statement. Today, Kellogg girls are 
manning screw machines, punch 
presses, are plating and buffing. In 
fact, girls and women are even being 
trained as rate setters and for other 
similar work. 





PAULINE HONDLIK 


Most recent innovation in this re- 
spect has been the utilization of women 
for the important and exacting job of 
die setting. Foreman William Lasky of 
Kellogg’s punch press department sug- 
gested a training program for such 
workers, which was adopted, and with- 
in a short time special training equip- 
ment was set up. 

First recruit was Pauline Hondlik 
who was shortly followed by Margaret 
Parker. Within a short time, they were 
reading blueprints and micrometers 
like veterans. After two months’ train- 


ing they were capable of setti up 
punch presses ranging from No. »} to 
No. 4 press and performing blai ing, 
forming, piercing and swaging opera- 
tions. Today, these girls are com- 
pletely exploding all previously con- 
ceived ideas about the “‘weaker sex” by 
setting as many dies as do their male 
co-workers. 

So successful has this experiment 
proved, that T. W. Edwards, Kellogg’s 
factory operations manager, has an- 
nounced that within a few months, he 
intends to augment the die-setting 
team of Hondlik and Parker by the ad- 
dition of other women employes. 


Vv 


Automatic Gets Second Star 
On Army-Navy “E" Pennant 

Automatic Electric Company, Chi- 
cago, has been granted a renewal of 
its Army-Navy “E” Award for excel- 
lence in industrial production for an 
additional six months period dating 
from May 15. The original award was 
conferred in May, 1942, and this second 
renewal carries with it the privilege of 
flying the Army-Navy “E” 
with two stars affixed. 


pennant 


In a letter addressed to P. W. Con- 
rad, president of Automatic company, 
Admiral C. C. Bloch, USN (Retired), 
chairman, Navy Board for Production 
Awards, writes as follows: 

“The men and women of the Auto- 
matic Electric Company have achieved 
a signal honor by continuing their 
splendid production in such volume as 
to justify this renewal of their award. 
In the first instance it was difficult to 
win the Army-Navy “E” and by merit- 
ing a second renewal, the management 
and employes have indicated their solid 
determination and ability to support 
our fighting forces by supplying the 
equipment which is necessary for ulti- 
mate victory.” 


Vv 
Appointed County Controller 


In preparation for the next blackout, 
LESTER LARSON of the Albia (Iowa) 
exchange of the Iowa State Telephone 
Co. has been appointed county con- 
troller for Monroe county. His duties 
will have to do with the spread of the 
blackout alarm by telephone to key men 
throughout the county with all possible 
speed, so that they may give the official 
alarm in their towns and communities. 


Vv 
Chet Ruth's Son in Army 


Linus C. RuTH, son of CHET RUTH 
of the Cook Electric Co., Chicago, IIl., 
who is a second lieutenant in the U. S. 
Army Signal Corps, recently was 
transferred to Camp Murphy, Fla. 
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The Alcan 
Highway Line 


(Concluded from page 14) 





truck, a total of about 50 tons of ma- 
terial and equipment was required for 
eacl repeater station. This includes 
two gasoline-driven generators and a 
substantial storage battery plant. The 
gasoline-driven generators require ap- 
proximately two-and-a-half gallons of 
fuel an hour and are run for a period of 
12 hours out of each 24 hours. The bat- 
teries are then permitted to discharge 
for a 12-hour period. This will indicate 
that the hauling job will not end when 
the line is completed. 

The repeater station crew have 
quarters provided in each building in a 
room 20 ft. x 30 ft. Each crew con- 
sists of four repeatermen and two line- 
men. A suitable kitchen will be pro- 
vided and crews must be self-sustaining 
as several of the repeater stations are 
in isolated locations. 

The second phase of the line, namely 
that section between Dawson Creek 
(B. C.) and Whitehorse (Canada) a 





dependable 


Cedar Poles 
MICHIGAN POLE & TiE CO. 


NEWBERRY—GRAND RAPIDS 
MICHIGAN 
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POLES 








B. J. Carney & Co., 100 N. 7th St., 
Minneapolis, Minn.—Western red cedar 
poles. Pentrex Butt Treated or Plain. 








Cc. M. Christiansen Co., Pheips, Wis.— 
Northern White Cedar Poles, plain or 
butt treated. Quotations on request. 








international Creosoting and Construc- 
tlon Co., Galveston, Texas.—Creosoted 
Southern Yellow Pine Poles. Plants: 
Beaumont and Texarkana, Texas. 








MacGillis & Gibbs Company, Milwau- 
kee, Wis.—Northern White and Western 
Red Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 
Immediate quotations on request. 








T. M. Partridge Lumber Co., Minne- 
apolis, Minn.—Northern White— Western 
Red Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 








Pensacola Creosoting Company, Pen- 
sacola, Fla. — Creosoted Southern Pine 
Poles of Superior Long Leaf Quality. 








Valentine Clark Corporation, 2516 Dos- 
well Ave., St. Paul, Minn.—Finished 
Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 
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distance of 1,020 miles, is to be in op- 
eration by June 1 of this year. Work 
will then be started on the third and 
final phase, Whitehorse to Fairbanks 
(Alaska). 

Due credit should be given to sol- 
diers and civilians alike who partici- 
pated in this work and made possible 
the completion of the first and second 
phase of the job in record-breaking 
time. The greater part of the work to 
date has been performed under the 
most difficult conditions, both from the 
point of weather and delivery of sup- 
plies ‘on the job. Despite all the difficul- 
ties and hardships, each man realized 
the importance of this work and gave 
his best at all times which made it 
possible to get the message through— 
on time. 


Vv 
Resigns at White Pigeon, Mich. 


GERALDINE JEWELL, manager of the 
White Pigeon (Mich.) exchange of the 
Michigan Associated Telephone Co., re- 
cently resigned and was replaced by 
Mrs. Nancy McCarsy of Sturgis who 
will be assisted by Mrs. LAVETCH also 
of Sturgis. 


Vv 


Receives Honorary Degree 

ARTHUR A. LOWMAN, chairman of 
the board of the Northwestern Bell 
Telephone Co., Omaha, Neb., received 
an honorary degree of doctor of laws 
at the recent commencement exercises 
of Creighton University in Omaha. 


LOOMIS 


ADVERTISING CO. 


A SALES/ORGANIZATION 


ce 


That Has Never Failed to 

Produce More Net Revenue 

(All Costs Considered) for 

Telephone Companies Served. 
iF INTERESTED in more net 


telephone directory revenve 
write or call at our expense. 


LOOMIS ADVERTISING CO. 


Telephone Bidg., 

Kansas City, Mo. 
Citizens Trust Bidg., 135 So. Second St., 
Fort Wayne, ind. Philedelphic, Pa. 








America—Land of 
Individual Initiative 
(Concluded from page 10) 





is our fear of full production—our idea 
that wealth consists of sitting in a po- 
sition where you can collect money by 
restricting production. I think the la- 
bor monopoly is really a product of the 
industrial monopoly. Give me a com- 
petitive industry, with full production, 
and I think the labor monopoly will 
disappear. ... 

“With the light metals, the plastics, 
the synthetic rubber, the new fuels, the 
unleashing of inventive and productive 
capacity which this war is bringing 
about, we are on the verge of a new 
industrial age.” 


This is good American doctrine. We 
have been producers. Let us resolve 
not only to continue to be producers 
but to be bigger and better producers. 

EpitTor’s Note: The foregoing is an 
address presented by Mr. Boynton at 
the recent convention of the Illinois 
Telephone Association. 





ATLANTIC 
Creesoting Co., Inc., 17 Battery Pi., N. Y. C. 
Creosoted Pine Poles 
Crossarms . . Conduit 
PLANTS AND OFFICES: 

New Orleans, La. Jackson, Tenn. Boston, Mass. 
Yraseete, La. Louisville, Miss. New York, N. Y. 


otk, Va. ae. F 
Annapolis, Md. Chicago, Il. 











Frank F. Fowle & Co. 


Electrical and Mechanical 
ENGINEERS 


35 East Wacker Drive CHICAGO 








ACCOUNTING 


HERDRICH and BOGGS 
Certified Public Accountants 
803 Electric Building 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 











J. W. WOPAT 


Consulting Engineer 
Telephone Engineering 
Censtruction Supervision 
Appraisals—Financial 
Rate Investigations 
1510 Lincoln Bank Tower Fort Wayne, Ind. 








J. G. WRAY & CO. 


TELEPHONE ENGINEERS 
Specialists in Appraisals, Rate Surveys, 
Financial Investigations, Organization, 
and Operation of Telephone Companies 

$324 Bankers Bidg., Chicago 
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Classified Section 


Rates 10 cents per word payable in advance. 
Minimum charge $2.00 for 20 words or less. 








POSITIONS WANTED | 





POSITION 
telephone man, 
man in 
duration. 


TE 


WANTED by 


Illinois or nearby 
Write Box No. 
LEPHONY. 


9169, 


saticed 
age 57, as combination 
state for 
oO 








Specialists in Repairing 


and Rebuilding 


TRANSMITTERS 


Repair service for Transmitters, Re- 
ceivers, Desk Stands and Wall Phones 
—Magneto or Common Battery. 


Coil winding, enameling and general 
rebuilding of Telephones, Switch- 
boards and Parts. 


We carry in stock: NEW MOUTH- 
PIECES, RECEIVER SHELLS, RE- 
CEIVER, DESK STAND AND 
SWITCHBOARD CORDS AND 
PLUGS. 

The Finest Line of NEW OAK TELE- 
PHONE CABINETS for rebuilding 
Wall Phones and Desk Sets ever 
offered and at the lowest prices.— 
ANY QUANTITY ONE TO ONE 
THOUSAND. 


Obsolete wall phones or parts rebuilt 
into medern wall or desk phones with 
new cabinets. 


Telephone Repair Co. 
Daniel H. McNulty, Manager 
“Free Bulletin’’ 


Rogers Park Station Chicago 


FOR SALE 








FIVE No. O-C GROVE Nicopress Tools. 
Good Condition. 
WRITE CRESTON MUTUAL TELEPHONE CO. 
Creston, lowa 








New W. E. Desk stand 
and 4 conductor, 30c each. 
Write Geo. Bishton, 
Rapids, Iowa. 


FOR SALE: 
Cords 3 

Prompt shipment. 
Box 645, Cedar 











For Sale 


4—1000 ft. Reels New ™%4” Flow Steel Durable 
Wire Hoisting Rope. MARLINE SERVED. 
9/16” O.D. 

4—1000 ft. Reels Used Rope, same as above. 


2—Two Wheel Pole Trailers with steel tired 
wheels. 


88—New and Used Pole Supports. 

50—Iwan 12” Earth Augers with Telescopic 
Handles. 

35—Standard Specialty 8 to 14” Earth Augers. 

35—No. 6 Chance Blocks with Capstan Pulley, 
Ratchet and with %4”x30" Manila Rope. 

335—No. 1604—20 Haven Cable Grips, for '” 
and Finer, New and Used. 

135—No. 1625—20 Haven Cable Grips, for No. 6 
to %", New and Used. 


70O—No. 3 Three Wheel Pipe Cutters, 3” Capac- 
ity. Used. 

8—No. 1 Three Pe. Insulated Tree Pruners. 

15—No. 1 2%” Suction Hand Diaphragm 
Pumps. 

35—Beaver No. 25 B Stock and Dies 1 to 2”. 

62—No. 1'%"-3” Solid Pipe Stocks. Used. 


Priced Right—Preference Rating Not Necessary. 
WRITE 


BECKER EQUIPMENT & SUPPLY CO. 


1647 FULTON ST., 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 








RECONDITIONED 


A. E.CO. MONOPHONE 
DESK SETS 


TESTED 
READY 
FOR 
SERVICE 


DESK STAND No. 2 


ALSO IN STOCK A.E.CO. No. 1 MONOPHONE 
DESK SETS WITH BELL BOXES. 


WRITE FOR PROMPT QUOTATION 


BUCKEYE TELEPHONE and SUPPLY COMPANY 


COLUMBUS, 





BELL 
IN 
BASE 
TYPE 


OHIO 
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G. E. Bridgeport Works 
Claim Army-Navy E 

A throng of over 10,000 employes of 
the Bridgeport (Conn.) Works of the 
General Electric Co. recently gathered 
to cheer the presentation of the Army- 
Navy E award to their organization. A 
thrilling demonstration overhead by 
Navy planes and martial music by the 
G. E. band preceded the presentation 
of the E burgee which was made by 
Lt. Col. H. D. Norris, Army Air Corps, 
and accepted by W. Stewart Clark, 
works manager. 

News, the Bridgeport Works publi- 
cation, issued a special E award edition 
dated March 29 commemorating this 
occasion in the history of the plant. A 
special photo-news supplement record- 
ing in pictures of the presentation was 
included in that edition which also 
printed pictures of the various depart- 
ments showing where the E was won. 


Vv 


Operators Increase in 1942 

More telephone operators were em- 
ployed in the United States in 1942 
than in any previous year. 





FOR SALE 


FOR SALE: Leeds & Northrup Type 
T Portable Cable test set. Instructions 
included. Excellent condition, $60.00, 
Write Box No. 9170, c/o TELEPHONY. 


@ DIRECTORY PRINTING 


With 


tories for 


specialized attention to Direc- 
10 States — 


Please write 


E. W. STEPHENS CO., Columbia, Mo. 


Companies in 
with room for more. 








Reconstructed Equipment 


North Line and Cut-off relays for all relay 


boards, per pair @ S 3.00 


Kellogg or Dean 100 ohm drop coils @ .35 
Western Elec. No. 46 C. B. Ind. Coils 
(Limited supply only) @ 50 


Eriesson Watch Case Receivers less cord 

and band @ -70 
Kellogg No. 729 C. B. Oak wood hotel sets 

with Straight line ringer or 16-33-50 or 

66 Cycle Harmonic G 6.75 
H. ©. Motor Gen. Ringing Machine. Motor 

Shunt wound 220 Volts D.C. Type H.D. 

Gen. Type M.S.W. 80 Volts 20 Cycle @ 50.00 
Kellogg No. 115 Desk Type Grabaphones 


with 3 Cond. Cord @ 5.00 
Stromberg No. 9 Talk Through Repeating 

Coils @ 1.10 
Stromberg Carlson No. 69A_ Protectors 

with Fuses and Carbons 20 lines per 

strip @ : 3.00 
Used Kellogg No. 42 Swhbd. Plugs Prac- 


tically New @ : 3 m 40 


Western Elec. No. 1078 Type Fuse Rack 
49-50 and 60 Lines, sizes complete with 
fuses @ 8.00 


Western Elec. No. 1269 Arresters with 
heat coils and carbons 40 lines per bank 
@ > 20.00 


REBUILT ELECTRIC EQUIPMENT CO. 


1704 WEST 21st PLACE 
CHICAGO 


TELEPHONY 








